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I can only read the directions
so long before I attempt to
move on to action.

Knowing the rules, rituals and
written instructions are hol-
low at best if I never put
them to use.

The study of Scripture is the
same. We study scripture
regularly because this is
where we meet God; in the
Bible. We hear His voice and
learn to live as He wishes us
to. There does come a time
when we must finally put what
we have learned into action.

Let me share a story I read
recently about St. Jerome
who live from around 341 -

. 420. .St. .Jerome. went - to- - Holy .Land. they were-in -des--

Rome at an early age to learn
Latin and Greek and study the
best authors of both Ilan-
guages. He then traveled to
Trier in Germany to further
his schooling and while there
he came to know Christ and
gave his live to him.

While in Antioch in 374
Jerome oriented his life fully

on God. He became sick with a
high fever had delirious events
one of which he envisioned
that he was on the judgment
seat of Christ and the Lord
asked him "Who are You?" and
he responded "I am a Chris-
tian." And Jesus said " No; you
lie. You are a Ciceronian. For
where your treasure is, there
also will your heart be."

This shocked Jerome into ac-
tion and he traveled through
the desert for four years in
prayer and fasting and ended
up in the Holy Land and contin-
ued his studies while estab-
lishing care a center and hos-
pice for the ill.

When Rome was overrun by
barbarians many fled to the

perate need of help. Jerome's
response was to say “Today we
must translate the words of
Scripture intfo deeds, and in-
stead of speaking saintly
words, we must act on them.”

So where are we? Are we
ready fo translate Scripture
to action? Are we muttering
saintly words or doing saintly
deeds? By Wayne Hayes
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The question has arisen concerning ac-
countability groups. Let me first say that
these small groups will become the bed-
rock of your involvement not only in Em-
maus but in your home church.

As a part of the 4™ Day presentation, we
are all encouraged to either join or form a
group whether it consists of all men, all
women or couples, the choice is yours.

You may already be in a group that is not
associated with Emmaus and that is per-
fectly fine. The card we are given is only
a helpful outline of what could be discus-
sion subjects for the group but are not
written in stone.

Groups serve not only to keep the faith
alive but to hold us accountable to one an-
other and to God. "Therefore confess you
sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed. The
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and

Accountability Groups

effective." James 5:16.

It is a requirement to become a team
member in the conference room that we
be involved with a small group. This will
bring authenticity to the Emmaus teach-
ing and allow us to speak from experience
with groups.

Do not let the fact that your group is not
"pure Emmaus” deter you from accepting
an invitation to be a part of the confer-
ence room team. But also know that to be
on the conference room team you must be
involved with a group.

If you haven't formed or joined a group, T
would encourage you to-do so not just for
team building purposes but for the rich
experience to being able to share our joy,
praise and concerns with people of like
faith. The goal is to become closer in our
walk with Christ as we learn to witness to
one another in His name.

Wayne Hayes
Community Lay Director

Moving? Prefer to View the Newsletter Online?

Yes, we decided ¢to word this differently. It was confusing!?!! We will send you an
email announcement that the new newslet¢er has been posted, then you proceed
to www.greencountryemmaus.com, click on newsletter, and then read and

enjoy!!! This saves us postage costs!!
All we need is your email address! We will not share it with anyone else! Send it
to publications@greencountryemmaus.com!

If you are moving, please give us plenty of advanced notice to help keep

our postage costs down.
Name:

Old Street Address:
City:
New Address:

State: Zip:

Street Address:

Please mail this form to:

Newsletter

Green Country Walk to Emmaus
P.O. Box 701410

Tulsa, OK 74170-1410

Or email the information to: publica-
tions@greencountryemmaus.com
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Have you ever prayed for
one thing and gotten an-
other? Or maybe you pray
and never relate anything
that happens to your pray-
ing? What happens if we
pray and then forget about
what we have prayed?
When things (situations,
events, people, etc.) start to
happen during the day that
are just not normal, we usu-
ally see them as distractions
and try to get rid of them.
We never connect them with
what we just prayed!

Or, have you ever tried to
look up a Scripture and been
led to others that turned out
to be more important to you
right then? Or found a new
meaning in the passage
other than what you remem-
bered?

Author Lawrence Block de-
fines this as “serendipity”.
Look for something, find
something else, and realize
that what you’ve found is
more suited to your needs
than what you thought you
were looking for. | wonder
how often we go through life
with our eyes, hearts, and
minds focused in one direc-
tion, and thus miss all that
God is doing for us (including
answering our prayers in His

Think about it — examples of
serendipity are all around us
— silly putty, Teflon, Penicil-
lin, inkjet printers, corn
flakes, microwave ovens,
and everybody’s favorite —
chocolate chip cookies! All
accidental discoveries. |
wonder how many holy mo-
ments happen and how
much spiritual growth occurs
in our lives due to serendip-
ity? Would it make a differ-
ence if we approached things
differently or maybe opened
our minds and hearts a little
bit more?

| wonder!

Only by His grace,
Ken Frazier
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WE WANT YOU!

Emmaus Kitchen Rep is
looking for a Reunion Group
or any other willing volun-
teers to be the Snack
Managers on the upcoming
Walks in Sept and Oct
2010.

I know, your mind says,
"But I don't have any idea
what to do!” No problem,
the Emmaus Community has
it handled, we have a Snack
Manual documented to
cover everything that you
need to know and in addi-
tion, we will have lots of
people standing by to guide
the way if you need help.

So check your calendars
and challenge yourselves
and/or your reunion group.
Please contact Russ Riffle
Board Rep for Kitchen at
kitchensnack@greencountr
yemmaus.com to volunteer.
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My name is Patrick and I have
just been elected the

new Community Lay Director
for the Chrysalis side of our
community.

I know I’ve met a few of you
behind the scenes at both
Chrysalis and Emmaus
weekend events and a few
Gatherings but please let me
introduce myself again.

My name is Patrick G. Fincan-
non, I’ve been happily married
for the last 2+ years,

to my lovely wife and help-
mate Kendra. We have a 2 year
old Lab puppy named Chaco.
We currently live in Broken
Arrow near Main Street

and have attend First United
Methodist of Broken Arrow for
the last 2 years.

More

Picture
this scene - you,
scratching your head and
thinking to yourself, "We
are having the gathering

may ask yourself, "Who in
the world schedules these
things and what are they
thinking?"

Well, folks, let me intro-
duce myself! T am Judy
Rowell, your board repre-
sentative for Gatherings.
I am ready and eager to

Let Me Introduce Myself

Me and my wife both grew
up in Tulsa and attended Will
Rogers UMC

for most of our early lives.

My original Chrysalis 3 day
experience was on Chrysalis
Flight #57,

Where I was at the table of
“HeNotWe” at Will Rogers
UMC in early 2002.

I have since had the privilege
of serving both behind the
scenes

and in the conference room on
Chrysalis “flights” over the last
6 years.

We are currently working on
growing and refocusing the
Chrysalis side of the ministry,
to more fully follow the Upper
Room model and meet the
needs of Students.

set the 2011 schedule for
gatherings every 2nd Sat-
urday and I would love for
you to be pleased at the
sites selected. Of course,
in order for me to please
you, I need to hear from
you. If you would like to
have a gathering at your
church, or have a sugges-
tion of somewhere you
know for a fact would love
to host us, let me know.

Chrysalis is facing some
challenges right now and a
time of transition,

As we prepare for the future,
please be in expectant prayer
for wisdom
and direction for the Chrysalis
leadership and for the Students
in your life.

Thanks, and De Colores
Patrick G. Fincannon

You can email me at
jukaro2000@aol.com
or you can just track
me down at a gathering
and talk o me about what
iS required.
The demands are fairly
light; we need a room for
the board meeting at 5:30
the night of the gathering
o the host church usually
provides dinner for the
board
o we need greeters from
the host congregation
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someone from the
host church to wel-
come the community at
gathering

the minister or some-
one from the host
church to give a devo-
tional or fourth day
talk, or both

the programs and the
elements for commun-
ion are provided and T
bring those

So, if you think that
sounds pretty simple and
your church would like to
host a gathering, please,
let me know. We have hot
been to several Tulsa
churches in awhile, and we
would love to share this
great experience with
your church too. In my
short tenure in office
there have been no
“favorite” places to have

our gatherings, just ones
that have been willing to
open their doors and wel-
come us in. Please let me
hear from you, I am look-
ing forward to filling in
the 2011 schedule.

De Colores,
Judy Rowell

Did Someone Say Gatherings? Doesn't that mean Food, Fun and Fellowship
Followed by a Spirit Filled Time of Worship and Communion?
Yes! Won't you join us at the following Gatherings?

o July 10th Gathering at Meadowcreek Methodisth Church, in Collinsville, at
14205 E 146th St North, Collinsville. Take 169 to Hwy 20 E 146th Street N
Collinsville Exit. Go East on Hwy 20 and the church is on the left hand side.

o August 14th Gathering at Coweta United Methodist Church in Coweta.
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GOT LOVEImtl

If you are reading this ar-
ticle, the probability is
that you have been b
lessed to have lived the
Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis
or a related Emmaus ex-
perience. And as a resulft,
you are also living out one
of the blessings of the
weekend, the weekly Reun-
ion Group. The Reunion
Group which results in
strangers becoming
friends; friends becoming
brothers and sisters and
then becoming brothers
and sisters in Christ. What
an awesome gift----and
what transformations oc-
cur as a result of God's
agape love shared at the
Reunion Group.

Can you help? We are
prayerfully requesting for
you to check with your
Group to determine if
there is a call on your
hearts to add another per-
son to your Group. Nothing
changes, except you are
adding a new person to
your Group. This could be
as an addition to your cur-

rent Group or if some of
the Group would be willing
to form a sub group with
this new person. You
might be wondering, who is
this person?

This person is a Youth,
from age 15 and older, who
is aging out or has aged
out of the foster care sys-
tem with no potential of
reunification with their
biological parents or adop-
tion by a foster family.
And often, the outcomes
are tragically predictable
for oo many of these
youth; turning 18 and being
on their own and ending up
in prison, homelessness or
prostitution. There are al-
most 500 youths aging out
each year in Oklahoma,
many unprepared in basic
life skills. We believe that
we can make a

difference in their lives,
surrounding them with a
spiritual family, helping,
praying and loving them
into a better relationship
with Christ, and a better
life. Youth experts agree
that one of the most im-
portant and critical priori-

ties in helping these
youth is to engage them in
meaningful, stable and long
-term relationships. We
believe that the Reunion
Group can have a substan-
tial impact on a youth who
is aging out

or aged out of foster care.
Stand in the Gap (Buddy
Stone and Francis Cardi-
nal) and The Bair Founda-
tion (John Venturella) and
several other partners,
have developed a

program that will assist
the transitioning youth.
Stand in the Gap is a
prayer-based ministry
that surrounds "the least
of these" with a new fam-
ily,-- a spiritual family The
Bair Foundation is a Christ
centered

foster care agency work-
ing with children from day
one of birth and older.

These two ministries and
several others have
formed a new program, un-
der

Stand in the Gap, called
LIFE LAUNCH. "The over-
all objective is to provide
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youth, who are in foster
care and are aging out or
have aged out, with a car-
ing support group of com-
mitted individuals who will
assist the youth in
transitioning into inde-
pendent adulthood."

This support group and the
youth will meet weekly or
semi-monthly, sharing
their life together, giving
the youth an opportunity
to share their challenges,
issues and concerns as well
as celebrating their
accomplishments. The sup-
port group will provide
emotional, relational and
support to the youth and
share wise counsel based
on their collective life ex-
periences. We believe this
will change the youths life-
--as well as the other
members of the Group.
We are seeking both adult
and youth Reunion Groups
to participate in Life
Launch. We believe in the
Walk to Emmaus model and
have seen the many bless-
ings resulting from the

Spirit at work in the
Groups.
If you feel a call on your
heart to learn more about
Life Launch, please call
Buddy Stone (902-8055),
John Venturella (231-1517)
or Francois
Cardinal (289-1702) and
we can provide you with
more information and if
interested, we will set up a
meeting with your Reunion
Group to discuss
this in more detail.

Christ is counting on you---
—————————— and so are we.

De Colores, Buddy Stone
John Venturella & Fran-
cois Cardinal

Here we are already in
July and August of 2010
can you believe it? Well
believe it we are herel
During the summer heat
when you are trying to
find something to do in-
side think about doing
the agape for the fall
walks instead of waiting
until the last minute so
that you will have time
later to be baking your
favorite sweet bread or
cookies for the new pil-
grims or be trimming
some late flowers from
your flower beds to be
bringing as a bouquet for
their tables.

Remember there is a
time for everything un-
der heaven, and your
time may be now!
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Enjoy your summer, but remember the Fall Walks are just
around the corner! Get your applications into the Registrar!
Pray for our next set of Pilgrims and the Teams preparing for

them! Get your Reunion Group together to make agape!!

R\ See you at Meadowcreek in
4 July and Coweta in August!!
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