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Here I sit waiting for the
renewal of spring all the
while striving to keep warm.
It gives me pause to think
about warmth. I read once
that cold is simply the ab-
sence of heat—that we
measure temperature in
terms of how much heat is
available. We have an abso-
lute "0" but not an absolute
hot.

The same can be said for
how we treat one another in
our relationships. Do we re-
flect the warmth, caring,
and grace of Jesus, or do we
pull the heat from the rela-

. tionship with the eold of -our * * That* is * our “cbrhrhissioh “ds” *

own attitude? When we en-
ter a room is there a chill or
a warmth that enters with
us? Are we approachable or
do we send the signal of
cold hearts?

In the case of our own feel-
ings it remains our choice.
Jesus has instructed and
continues to teach us

through His Word and His
people how we are to make
those choices. Jesus uses
us, all of His children, to help
convey the message of love
and acceptance that is as
fresh and pertinent today as
it was when He first spoke it.
As individuals, we cannot be
the "be all and end all" to
everyone, but Christ can, and
He needs each one of us to
add our part of completing
the whole.

In cold climates, it is a prac-
tice to bundle up and stay
close together so that body
heat can be shared by all.

Christians; bundle up the
warmth of our Savior and
stay close together where we
will burn longer, brighter,
and hotter than we ever
could alone.

DeColores,
Wayne Hayes
Community Lay Director

Jan/Feb 2010
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Redesigned Purpose!

During the Christmas season, | always remem-
ber a special gift | received one year. It was a
child-size, white cradle that rocked. As a five-
year-old, | remember how much fun | had plac-
ing dolls in the cradle, covering them with a
soft blanket, and rocking them. | did not real-
ize until many years later that my doll cradle
had been redesigned by my Dad from the baby
bed I had out-grown.

Just as my baby bed was redesigned for a new
purpose, | believe God redesigns our lives for
new purposes according to His will and perfect
design. My Emmaus journey has been a part
of God’s redesign for my life. Through Em-
maus God continues to teach me and chal-
lenge me to be the person He has planned for
me to be in my church and in my family.

With the holiday season still fresh in our
memories, | pray that you will think about the
ways God continues to redesign your life. As a
redesigned Emmaus pilgrim, be aware of oth-
ers in your church community whose spiritual
fire might be reignited by 72 hours spent re-
considering God’s priorities for their lives and
how they can meet God’s needs in their
churches. Each of us had a sponsor that
helped us arrive to experience our Emmaus
weekend. It is important that each of us pass
on this gift of opportunity to someone else.
The spring walks are scheduled fro April 8-10

(Men) and April 22-25 (Women) at Boston Ave-
nue UMC, downtown Tulsa. You can find all
the information you need to sponsor a pilgrim
a t t h i s I i n k
http://www.greencountryemmaus.com/Spons
orship.htm or you can contact me.

| still have that doll cradle. My Dad made it to
last. It has the same design but it has been
refreshed with a few coats of new paint over
the years. | have passed this cradle on to my
granddaughter. When she comes to visit, she
pulls dolls and stuffed animals from the cradle.
When she is five, | know, she too, will cover
her dolls and rock them in a cradle designed
just for that purpose!

DeColores,
Belynda Clanton

Registrar

Moving? Prefer to Receive the Newsletter via E-mail?

If you are moving, please give us plenty of advanced notice
to help keep our postage costs down.

Name:

Old Street Address:
City:
New Address:

State: Zip:

Please mail this form to:

Newsletter

Green Country Walk to Emmaus
P.O. Box 701410

Tulsa, OK 74170-1410

Or email the information to:

publications@greencountryemmaus.com
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God does an-
swer our
prayers. Are
you praying
who you
should spon-
sor on the
spring walks?

Are you praying for the pil-
grims and the teams? Here
are some prayers we can pray
for the upcoming walks:

Pray for that special pilgrim
that needs you to sponsor
them.

Pray that their hearts will be
open to God's love.

Pray that each pilgrim real-
izes how Christ needs them.

Pray that each pilgrim real-
izes how they need God.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will
fill their hearts.

Pray that each heart will be
filled with His love.

Pray that each will under-
stand God's grace.

Pray that all will glimpse
God's amazing love for them.

God of hope, grant that we
may overflow with hope and
hopefulness by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Romans
15:13

Jeanne Kelly

Board Rep for Prayer

Walk #26, Pioneer Country

Table of Naomi

SAVE THE CHICKEN!

| know some of you have heard
the cry to save the chicken.
Well, at the January Gathering
we are going to discuss more
about that campaign. Just a
short note to catch the rest of
you up to speed! | am the
Board Rep for the Kitchen Fa-
cilities. We have been looking
at different ways to cut the
cost of Walks with new menu
ideas. We would love to have
suggestions from the commu-
nity and we will cost them out
and try them out. We want to
keep the same the level of
freshness and quality that we
have now. Maybe your reunion
group would like to sponsor a
meal, or sponsor a table for the

walk. Come January and let
me know your ideas. Thanks
in advance!
Russ Riffle

4

)

WELCOME NEW BOARD
MEMBERS

If you have not attended a recent
gathering, you may not have
heard that we have some new
board members! Please help me
in welcoming Jeanne Kelly who
was elected to a full term, Gail
Mangan, Belynda Clanton, David
Cleveland, Bob Gates, and Gin-
ger Daniel. Continue to lift all of
us up in prayer as we ask for God
to guide us in our responsibilities.
We also express our gratitude to
those who have served on the
board and are rotating off. Ed
Taylor, Shelley Covey, and Liz
Merrill. | would like to express a
very special thanks to Steve Wil-
liams who has served us as Com-
munity Lay Director for the last
three years and has led us
through some very rough times
with such grace and steadfast
leadership. We will forever be
thankful for his humble ser-
vanthood of our Lord Jesus
Christ. As a personal note, |
would like to thank the board for
their confidence in me as ex-
pressed by electing me as the
new Community Lay Director and
| will covet your prayers and
friendship.

DeColores,
Wayne Hayes

Let’s make attending Gatherings our
number one New Year’s Resolution!!!!
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t hout |l i felil nes

how you know your Emmaus!!!

Q:
A:

Just what is the purpose of Emmaus anyway?

The purpose of Emmaus is to renew the
church as the body of the risen Christ in the
world through the renewal of Christians as
faithful and committed disciples of Jesus
Christ.

Q: Who controls Emmaus?

A:

- Why

Other than the Holy Spirit? Emmaus is
grounded theologically and institutionally by
The Upper Room section of the General
Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist
Church. That being said, Emmaus is ecu-
menical in that it invites and involves the par-
ticipation of Christians of many denominations
and seeks to foster Christian unity and to rein-
force the whole Christian community.

: Well, yeah, but who is in charge? Is it clergy

or laity?

Emmaus makes partners of laity and clergy in
ministry. In contrast to centuries of clergy
dominance in the church, laypersons do in-
deed carry primary responsibility for The Walk
to Emmaus. The intent is balance rather than
dominance of either laity or clergy.

do we have
comeo?

Emmaus relies on a method that is more con-
sistent with the message of the Walk: spon-
sorship. The personal character of sponsor-
ship underlines Godods
mitment to each pilgrim. Sponsorship is vital
to the Emmaus movement in every commu-
nity. Sponsors help make Emmaus an act of
sacrificial love from the beginning to end.

spons

Q: What is our aim as sponsors?

A:

The aim of a sponsor

or

> O

s h

Emma

my friends 0 g of 110 t
up the threee<day event, t f
probl ems, or t o repr

religious experience in others. Rather,
the aim of the sponsor is to bring spiri-
tual revitalization to Christians who, in
turn, will bring new life and vision to the
work of the church in the congregation,
home, workplace, and community. The
aim of sponsorship is to build up the
body of Christ.

: How do | decide who to sponsor?

Your own awareness and commitment
to the purpose of Emmaus will have an
influence on who and how you sponsor.
Remember that Emmaus is for active
Christians and members of churches
whose own renewal will mean new en-
ergy, commitment, and vision in the
church and community. Some exam-
ples might be: church leaders be they
pastors or laypersons; dependable
church members who are the quiet
backbone of the church; perhaps less
active members who need their aware-
ness of grace rekindled; or Christians

who are hungry for
and who want to grow spiritually.

: Is Emmaus right for everyone?
The simple answer

gious background or emotional condi-
tion may make Emmaus an improper
tool (that is what it is) for them. It cer-

tainly is not for non-Christians or forn-

those whose theology and/or practice is
notably different or incompatible with the
traditional theology and practice repre-

sented by The Walk to Emmaus. It is
not t hat they are
youo but gi ve some

to your selection. Ask yourself these
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guestions: Are they going through an emo-
tional upheaval that would distract from the
experience?  Or will their belief system
cause them to feel the constant need to de-
fend the uniqueness of their beliefs?

How did you do? Watch for more
Emmaus | Q Q and A
newsletters!!!! {l'

As | stood at my kitchen window plained. | then heard His voice with me.
one fall morning, | noticed a in my thick head again saying,

And if my God is with me,

single fall leaf performing an 0 | wi || never

acrobatic show above the see, that web had a single strantWhom then shall | fear?
ground for all his other fallen t hat | coul dndtwhom then

comrades. It was tossing ancholding onto that leaf. shall | fear?

flinging itself so mightily in the Then | hegan to think of myself What

wind and then | realized there fo,ndering in this world trying

was no wind g4 hard to make it through all Oh, no. are you

that  crisp, the storms | am encountering You never lef
beautiful during this season and there it go.

telling

morning. | hjt me: that peace! That peac

observed for that is described in Philippians Through  the me
quite awhile 4.7 \which passes all under- calm, — and

trying 10 gtanding and guards my heartthrough  the here,
fathom how ang mind in my Jesus tran- storm. 5
this leaf  scended over me! And I was re Lord:

could throw itself about so with- ' inged  of the song Matt
out any current. Mesmerized, IR e d ma n penned ©Oh no

continued my daily conversation Ne v er Let Go 6 :
with Him and : -, You never let go,

you telling me Lord, you never let go of me.
The answer di And even when | am caught in

another few extended minutes. life, strand, | may not always see o

went outside and watched for the middle of the storms of this Just as | may not have seen th
He said, 0OLooky wonao feel Him near, but He is alwayjE

da ‘ég h tl er. dYt? U back, | know O there. I just need to look up!
raised my glance upward above, oo ey

the lone leaf to see a glorious . "
ob-weaver web. For | will fear - \ Cathy Herring

look for the spider itself, because no evil, Newsletter Board Rep
my miracle was therefore ex- For my God is

Volume 21 Issue 26

Page 5

Yy o u



Kairos Torch Update

Next Torch Weekend:
February 2528 David L. Moss Facility~Tulsa County Jail
Two Important Informational Meetings:
Monday, January 4th, at St James UMC at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 9t h, at St Lu

If you would like to serve in this ministry and can attend one of the these meetings
please RSVP via phone or email to:

Matt Theis 918.625.3138
mijtheis@olp.net

GREEN COUNTRY EMMAUS BOARD OF DIRECTORS ]
Ed Taylor......ccovverereneeenen Board Chairman...........cocveeveeneenerceneeneenes 918-627-4254
Wayne Hayes..............nnuuen. Community Lay Director...........ccceueunne 918-622-5531
Rev. Dick Bland..........................Community Spiritual Director............... 918-906-2032
Rev. Mike Hardgrove................ Asst Community Spiritual Director.......918-749-1803
Freda Heath ........comcrnnnen. Agape/Dining ROOM.......ccccovuruvenereerveneenrennes 918-286-1743
Bob Gates.........cccooovrrrreririnn. Candlelight, Sponsors Hour................... 918-455-9765
Cathy Herring.........ccccovvevunne. Newsletter .......coeerninnenenins 918-519-3120
Gary Bennett.........ccccovvinenne Facilities, Set-Up......coovneuveeervcenencnns 918-691-3589
Judy Rowell..........cccovvruiinnne Gatherings .........ccccoeceeeveeeeneeeeeenenns 918-231-0875
Russ Riffle......cccconevverecrerenens KItChen ... 918-639-8806
Ken Frazier.........cocoocveeevccunee TBA oot 918-438-1431
David Cleveland..........cc.cone... Literature.......mcneeiiseeccens 918-440-5783
Wilson Rubottom.........c.ccceuc.. Music, Entertainment...........ccccoccvevunn. 918-371-9077
Gail Mangan ..........cccoeuereneenn. Emerging Ministries..........ccccooovuerunrnnnne. 918-371-9997
Jeanne Kelly ........coocveeerecnennce Prayer ... 918-230-2891
Ginger Daniel...........cccooereeneen. Reunion Groups/Fourth Day................. 918-260-2593
Belynda Clanton ...............cc...... Registrar.........ccoveevevieveneeeeeeee 918-740-5911
SKip RAY ..o, Transportation/Housing ............coccou..... 918-824-1739
Brenda Nickels .........ccccconuuunee TrEASUPEY ...t 918-455-0668
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